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Taxing Authorities 
Å Pennsylvania property taxes are paid at three 
different levels: 
Å County 
Å Municipality 
Å School District 
 

While taxes are imposed at the local level, the authority to 
impose the taxes comes from the state.  
 
Of the three aforementioned taxing authorities, school district 
ǘŀȄŜǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ άǇǊƻōƭŜƳέ ŦƻǊ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎΦ 
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Pennsylvania School District Property Taxes can 
be broken into two categories: 
Å Residential Property Taxes 
Å Commercial Property Taxes 

For the current year, these taxes are projected 
to generate nearly $13 Billion for Pennsylvania 
schools: 
Å Residential: $9.1 Billion 
Å Commercial: $3.8 Billion 
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10-Year Tax Growth Rates 
Property Taxes vs. Total School Funding from the State vs. Inflation 
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10-Year Growth Assessment 
Å School district property tax increases have far 
ƻǳǘǇŀŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
funding. 
 
FAST FACTS 
Å Total state funding to Pennsylvania schools increased by $3.65 Billion 
(66%) from 1998-99 to 2008-09. 

 
Å Property taxes increased by $4.77 Billion (77%) during this same period. 
 
Å For every $1 in new funding the state has given to local schools 
property taxes have subsequently increased by $1.33. 
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Recently Enacted  
Property Tax Relief Measures 
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